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Author  Title  Cover  Overview 

Adichie, 
Chimamanda 
Ngozi 

Dear 
Ijeawele, or A 
Feminist 
Manifesto in 
Fifteen 
Suggestions 

 

A few years ago, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie received a letter from a dear friend from childhood, asking her 
how to raise her baby girl as a feminist. Dear Ijeawele is Adichie's letter of response. 
 
Here are fifteen invaluable suggestions—compelling, direct, wryly funny, and perceptive—for how to 
empower a daughter to become a strong, independent woman. From encouraging her to choose a 
helicopter, and not only a doll, as a toy if she so desires; having open conversations with her about clothes, 
makeup, and sexuality; debunking the myth that women are somehow biologically arranged to be in the 
kitchen making dinner, and that men can "allow" women to have full careers, Dear Ijeawele goes right to the 
heart of sexual politics in the twenty-first century. It will start a new and urgently needed conversation about 
what it really means to be a woman today. 

Ameri, Anan  The Scent of 
Jasmine: 
Coming of 
Age in 
Jerusalem 
and 
Damascus 

 

Journey to a world little known to western readers. Palestinian sociologist and activist Anan Ameri weaves 
her sometimes poignant, sometimes funny personal experiences with the historical, political, and social 
changes that dominated the region in which she lived during the first thirty years of her life. This memoir 
comprises twenty-three stories that take place in various Arab cities. It starts with a few vignettes about the 
displacement of Anan’s family during the 1948 Nakba (“Disaster”) and her constant movement from West 
Jerusalem, to Damascus, to East Jerusalem, to finally settling in Amman, Jordan. The book contrasts the 
instability of moving from place to place with the security, fun, and luxury offered by her mother’s large, 
wealthy Damascene family. It also takes the reader into the life of an elegant Damascene home, with all its 
elitist traditions, powerful women, as well as the intrigue of its many secrets and rumors. The later stories 
focus on the author’s gradual coming of age during 1950s and 1960s—an era of Arab nationalism and 
international solidarity. Readers will venture with Anan to Amman, the capital of Jordan; to Cairo, the political 
and cultural capital of the Arab world; and finally to Beirut, the new home to the Palestinian Liberation 
movement. Anan Ameri’s experiences reflect the evolving of post-colonial Arab societies of her time, and the 
contradictory world around her. The result is a compelling and unforgettable memoir. 

Eddo-Lodge, Reni  Why I'm No 
Longer 
Talking to 
White People 
about Race 

 

In 2014, award-winning journalist Reni Eddo-Lodge wrote about her frustration with the way that discussions 
of race and racism in Britain were being led by those who weren’t affected by it. She posted a piece on her 
blog, entitled: "Why I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race." 
 
Her words hit a nerve. The post went viral and comments flooded in from others desperate to speak up 
about their own experiences. Galvanized by this clear hunger for open discussion, she decided to dig into 
the source of these feelings. Exploring issues from eradicated black history to the political purpose of white 
dominance, whitewashed feminism to the inextricable link between class and race, Reni Eddo-Lodge offers a 
timely and essential new framework for how to see, acknowledge and counter racism. It is a searing, 
illuminating, absolutely necessary exploration of what it is to be a person of color in Britain today. 



Gay, Roxane  Hunger: A 
Memoir of 
(My) Body 

 

New York Times bestselling author Roxane Gay has written with intimacy and sensitivity about food and 
bodies, using her own emotional and psychological struggles as a means of exploring our shared anxieties 
over pleasure, consumption, appearance, and health. As a woman who describes her own body as “wildly 
undisciplined,” Roxane understands the tension between desire and denial, between self-comfort and 
self-care. In Hunger, she casts an insightful and critical eye on her childhood, teens, and twenties—including 
the devastating act of violence that acted as a turning point in her young life—and brings readers into the 
present and the realities, pains, and joys of her daily life. 
 
With the bracing candor, vulnerability, and authority that have made her one of the most admired voices of 
her generation, Roxane explores what it means to be overweight in a time when the bigger you are, the less 
you are seen. Hunger is a deeply personal memoir from one of our finest writers, and tells a story that hasn’t 
yet been told but needs to be.   

Grann, David  Killers of the 
Flower Moon: 
The Osage 
Murders and 
the Birth of 
the FBI 

 

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian Nation in 
Oklahoma. After oil was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built 
mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe. 
 
Then, one by one, they began to be killed off. One Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, watched as her family 
was murdered. Her older sister was shot. Her mother was then slowly poisoned. And it was just the 
beginning, as more Osage began to die under mysterious circumstances.  
 
In this last remnant of the Wild West—where oilmen like J. P. Getty made their fortunes and where 
desperadoes such as Al Spencer, “the Phantom Terror,” roamed – virtually anyone who dared to investigate 
the killings were themselves murdered. As the death toll surpassed more than twenty-four Osage, the newly 
created F.B.I. took up the case, in what became one of the organization’s first major homicide investigations. 
But the bureau was then notoriously corrupt and initially bungled the case. Eventually the young director, J. 
Edgar Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try unravel the mystery. White put 
together an undercover team, including one of the only Native American agents in the bureau. They 
infiltrated the region, struggling to adopt the latest modern techniques of detection. Together with the Osage 
they began to expose one of the most sinister conspiracies in American history. 
 
In Killers of the Flower Moon, David Grann revisits a shocking series of crimes in which dozens of people 
were murdered in cold blood. The book is a masterpiece of narrative nonfiction, as each step in the 
investigation reveals a series of sinister secrets and reversals. But more than that, it is a searing indictment of 
the callousness and prejudice toward Native Americans that allowed the murderers to operate with impunity 
for so long. Killers of the Flower Moonis utterly riveting, but also emotionally devastating. 



Jackson, 
Lawrence P. 

Chester B. 
Himes: A 
Biography 

 

The definitive biography of the groundbreaking African American author who had an extraordinary legacy on 
black writers globally. 
 
Chester B. Himes has been called “one of the towering figures of the black literary tradition” (Henry Louis 
Gates Jr.), “the best writer of mayhem yarns since Raymond Chandler” (San Francisco Chronicle), and “a 
quirky American genius” (Walter Mosely). He was the twentieth century’s most prolific black writer, captured 
the spirit of his times expertly, and left a distinctive mark on American literature. Yet today he stands largely 
forgotten. 
 
In this definitive biography of Chester B. Himes (1909–1984), Lawrence P. Jackson uses exclusive interviews 
and unrestricted access to Himes’s full archives to portray a controversial American writer whose novels 
unflinchingly confront sex, racism, and black identity. Himes brutally rendered racial politics in the 
best-selling novel If He Hollers Let Him Go, but he became famous for his Harlem detective series, including 
Cotton Comes to Harlem. A serious literary tastemaker in his day, Himes had friendships—sometimes 
uneasy—with such luminaries as Ralph Ellison, Carl Van Vechten, and Richard Wright. 
 
Jackson’s scholarship and astute commentary illuminates Himes’s improbable life—his middle-class origins, 
his eight years in prison, his painful odyssey as a black World War II–era artist, and his escape to Europe for 
success. More than ten years in the writing, Jackson’s biography restores the legacy of a fascinating 
maverick caught between his aspirations for commercial success and his disturbing, vivid portraits of the 
United States. 

Jenkins, Morgan  This Will Be 
My Undoing: 
Living at the 
Intersection 
of Black, 
Female, and 
Feminist in 
(White) 
America 

 

Morgan Jerkins is only in her twenties, but she has already established herself as an insightful, brutally 
honest writer who isn’t afraid of tackling tough, controversial subjects. In This Will Be My Undoing, she takes 
on perhaps one of the most provocative contemporary topics: What does it mean to “be”—to live as, to exist 
as—a black woman today? This is a book about black women, but it’s necessary reading for all Americans. 
 
Doubly disenfranchised by race and gender, often deprived of a place within the mostly white mainstream 
feminist movement, black women are objectified, silenced, and marginalized with devastating 
consequences, in ways both obvious and subtle, that are rarely acknowledged in our country’s larger 
discussion about inequality. In This Will Be My Undoing, Jerkins becomes both narrator and subject to 
expose the social, cultural, and historical story of black female oppression that influences the black 
community as well as the white, male-dominated world at large.  
 
Whether she’s writing about Sailor Moon; Rachel Dolezal; the stigma of therapy; her complex relationship 
with her own physical body; the pain of dating when men say they don’t “see color”; being a black visitor in 
Russia; the specter of “the fast-tailed girl” and the paradox of black female sexuality; or disabled black 
women in the context of the “Black Girl Magic” movement, Jerkins is compelling and revelatory. 



Khan-Cullors, 
Patrisse; bandele, 
asha 

When They 
Call You a 
Terrorist: A 
Black Lives 
Matter 
Memoir 

 

Raised by a single mother in an impoverished neighborhood in Los Angeles, Patrisse Khan-Cullors 
experienced firsthand the prejudice and persecution Black Americans endure at the hands of law 
enforcement. For Patrisse, the most vulnerable people in the country are Black people. Deliberately and 
ruthlessly targeted by a criminal justice system serving a white privilege agenda, Black people are subjected 
to unjustifiable racial profiling and police brutality. In 2013, when Trayvon Martin’s killer went free, Patrisse’s 
outrage led her to co-found Black Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal Tometi. 
 
Condemned as terrorists and as a threat to America, these loving women founded a hashtag that birthed the 
movement to demand accountability from the authorities who continually turn a blind eye to the injustices 
inflicted upon people of Black and Brown skin. 
 
Championing human rights in the face of violent racism, Patrisse is a survivor. She transformed her personal 
pain into political power, giving voice to a people suffering in equality and a movement fueled by her 
strength and love to tell the country—and the world—that Black Lives Matter. 
 
When They Call You a Terrorist is Patrisse Khan-Cullors and asha bandele’s reflection on humanity. It is an 
empowering account of survival, strength and resilience and a call to action to change the culture that 
declares innocent Black life expendable. 

King, Coretta 
Scott 

My Life, My 
Love, My 
Legacy 

 

The life story of Coretta Scott King—wife of Martin Luther King Jr., founder of the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center for Nonviolent Social Change (The King Center), and singular twentieth-century American civil and 
human rights activist—as told fully for the first time, toward the end of her life, to Rev. Dr. Barbara Reynolds. 
 
Born in 1927 to daringly enterprising parents in the Deep South, Coretta Scott had always felt called to a 
special purpose. While enrolled as one of the first black scholarship students recruited to Antioch College, 
she became politically and socially active and committed to the peace movement. As a graduate student at 
the New England Conservatory of Music, determined to pursue her own career as a concert singer, she met 
Martin Luther King Jr., a Baptist minister insistent that his wife stay home with the children. But in love and 
devoted to shared Christian beliefs as well as shared racial and economic justice goals, she married Dr. King, 
and events promptly thrust her into a maelstrom of history throughout which she was a strategic partner, a 
standard bearer, and so much more. 
 
As a widow and single mother of four, she worked tirelessly to found and develop The King Center as a 
citadel for world peace, lobbied for fifteen years for the US national holiday in honor of her husband, 
championed for women's, workers’ and gay rights and was a powerful international voice for nonviolence, 
freedom and human dignity. 
Coretta’s is a love story, a family saga, and the memoir of an extraordinary black woman in twentieth-century 
America, a brave leader who, in the face of terrorism and violent hatred, stood committed, proud, forgiving, 
nonviolent, and hopeful every day of her life. 



Luiselli, Valeria  Tell Me How 
It Ends: An 
Essay in 40 
Questions 

 

Structured around the forty questions Luiselli translates and asks undocumented Latin American children 
facing deportation, Tell Me How It Ends (an expansion of her 2016 Freeman's essay of the same name) 
humanizes these young migrants and highlights the contradiction between the idea of America as a fiction 
for immigrants and the reality of racism and fear—both here and back home. 

Mailhot, Terese 
Marie 

Heart Berries 

 

Heart Berries is a powerful, poetic memoir of a woman's coming of age on the Seabird Island Indian 
Reservation in the Pacific Northwest. Having survived a profoundly dysfunctional upbringing only to find 
herself hospitalized and facing a dual diagnosis of post traumatic stress disorder and bipolar II disorder; 
Terese Marie Mailhot is given a notebook and begins to write her way out of trauma. The triumphant result is 
Heart Berries, a memorial for Mailhot's mother, a social worker and activist who had a thing for prisoners; a 
story of reconciliation with her father—an abusive drunk and a brilliant artist—who was murdered under 
mysterious circumstances; and an elegy on how difficult it is to love someone while dragging the long 
shadows of shame. 
 
Mailhot trusts the reader to understand that memory isn't exact, but melded to imagination, pain, and what 
we can bring ourselves to accept. Her unique and at times unsettling voice graphically illustrates her mental 
state. As she writes, she discovers her own true voice, seizes control of her story, and, in so doing, 
reestablishes her connection to her family, to her people, and to her place in the world. 

Mishra, Pankaj  Age of Anger: 
A History of 
the Present 

 

How can we explain the origins of the great wave of paranoid hatreds that seem inescapable in our 
close-knit world―from American shooters and ISIS to Donald Trump, from a rise in vengeful nationalism 
across the world to racism and misogyny on social media? In Age of Anger, Pankaj Mishra answers our 
bewilderment by casting his gaze back to the eighteenth century before leading us to the present. 
 
He shows that as the world became modern, those who were unable to enjoy its promises―of freedom, 
stability, and prosperity―were increasingly susceptible to demagogues. The many who came late to this new 
world―or were left, or pushed, behind―reacted in horrifyingly similar ways: with intense hatred of invented 
enemies, attempts to re-create an imaginary golden age, and self-empowerment through spectacular 
violence. It was from among the ranks of the disaffected that the militants of the nineteenth century 
arose―angry young men who became cultural nationalists in Germany, messianic revolutionaries in Russia, 
bellicose chauvinists in Italy, and anarchist terrorists internationally. 
 
Today, just as then, the wide embrace of mass politics and technology and the pursuit of wealth and 
individualism have cast many more billions adrift in a demoralized world, uprooted from tradition but still far 
from modernity―with the same terrible results. 
 
Making startling connections and comparisons, Age of Anger is a book of immense urgency and profound 
argument. It is a history of our present predicament unlike any other. 



Nagle, Angela  Kill All 
Normies: 
Online 
Culture Wars 
from 4Chan 
and Tumblr to 
Trump and 
the Alt-Right   

Recent years have seen a revival of the heated culture wars of the 1990s, but this time its battleground is the 
internet. On one side the alt right ranges from the once obscure neo-reactionary and white separatist 
movements, to geeky subcultures like 4chan, to more mainstream manifestations such as the 
Trump-supporting gay libertarian Milo Yiannopolous. On the other side, a culture of struggle sessions and 
virtue signalling lurks behind a therapeutic language of trigger warnings and safe spaces. The feminist side 
of the online culture wars has its equally geeky subcultures right through to its mainstream expression. Kill 
All Normies explores some of the cultural genealogies and past parallels of these styles and subcultures, 
drawing from transgressive styles of 60s libertinism and conservative movements, to make the case for a 
rejection of the perpetual cultural turn. 

Noah, Trevor  Born a Crime: 
Stories from a 
South African 
Childhood 

 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal 
act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union 
was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly 
indoors for the earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to 
hide him from a government that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South 
Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely 
and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle. 
 
Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles 
to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s 
relationship with his fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined 
to save her son from the cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life. 
 
The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, dramatic, and deeply affecting. Whether subsisting on 
caterpillars for dinner during hard times, being thrown from a moving car during an attempted kidnapping, or 
just trying to survive the life-and-death pitfalls of dating in high school, Trevor illuminates his curious world 
with an incisive wit and unflinching honesty. His stories weave together to form a moving and searingly funny 
portrait of a boy making his way through a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed only with a keen 
sense of humor and a mother’s unconventional, unconditional love. 

Otto, Mary  Teeth: The 
Story of 
Beauty, 
Inequality, 
and the 
Struggle for 
Oral Health in 
America   

“Show me your teeth,” the great naturalist Georges Cuvier is credited with saying, “and I will tell you who you 
are.” In this shattering new work, veteran health journalist Mary Otto looks inside America’s mouth, revealing 
unsettling truths about our unequal society. 
 
Teeth takes readers on a disturbing journey into America’s silent epidemic of oral disease, exposing the 
hidden connections between tooth decay and stunted job prospects, low educational achievement, social 
mobility, and the troubling state of our public health. Otto’s subjects include the pioneering dentist who 
made Shirley Temple and Judy Garland’s teeth sparkle on the silver screen and helped create the 
all-American image of “pearly whites”; Deamonte Driver, the young Maryland boy whose tragic death from 
an abscessed tooth sparked congressional hearings; and a marketing guru who offers advice to dentists on 
how to push new and expensive treatments and how to keep Medicaid patients at bay. 
 
In one of its most disturbing findings, Teeth reveals that toothaches are not an occasional inconvenience, but 
rather a chronic reality for millions of people, including disproportionate numbers of the elderly and people 



of color. Many people, Otto reveals, resort to prayer to counteract the uniquely devastating effects of dental 
pain. 
Otto also goes back in time to understand the roots of our predicament in the history of dentistry, showing 
how it became separated from mainstream medicine, despite a century of growing evidence that oral health 
and general bodily health are closely related. 
 
Muckraking and paradigm-shifting, Teeth exposes for the first time the extent and meaning of our oral health 
crisis. It joins the small shelf of books that change the way we view society and ourselves—and will spark an 
urgent conversation about why our teeth matter. 

Oluo, Ijeoma  So You Want 
to Talk About 
Race 

 

In this breakout book, Ijeoma Oluo explores the complex reality of today's racial landscape—from white 
privilege and police brutality to systemic discrimination and the Black Lives Matter movement—offering 
straightforward clarity that readers need to contribute to the dismantling of the racial divide 
 
In So You Want to Talk About Race, Editor at Large of The Establishment Ijeoma Oluo offers a contemporary, 
accessible take on the racial landscape in America, addressing head-on such issues as privilege, police 
brutality, intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives Matter movement, and the "N" word. Perfectly 
positioned to bridge the gap between people of color and white Americans struggling with race 
complexities, Oluo answers the questions readers don't dare ask, and explains the concepts that continue to 
elude everyday Americans. 
 
Oluo is an exceptional writer with a rare ability to be straightforward, funny, and effective in her coverage of 
sensitive, hyper-charged issues in America. Her messages are passionate but finely tuned, and crystalize 
ideas that would otherwise be vague by empowering them with aha-moment clarity. Her writing brings to 
mind voices like Ta-Nehisi Coates and Roxane Gay, and Jessica Valenti in Full Frontal Feminism, and a 
young Gloria Naylor, particularly in Naylor's seminal essay "The Meaning of a Word." 

Parry, Richard 
Lloyd 

Ghosts of the 
Tsunami: 
Death and 
Life in 
Japan's 
Disaster Zone 

 

On March 11, 2011, a powerful earthquake sent a 120-foot-high tsunami smashing into the coast of northeast 
Japan. By the time the sea retreated, more than eighteen thousand people had been crushed, burned to 
death, or drowned. 
 
It was Japan’s greatest single loss of life since the atomic bombing of Nagasaki. It set off a national crisis and 
the meltdown of a nuclear power plant. And even after the immediate emergency had abated, the trauma of 
the disaster continued to express itself in bizarre and mysterious ways. 
 
Richard Lloyd Parry, an award-winning foreign correspondent, lived through the earthquake in Tokyo and 
spent six years reporting from the disaster zone. There he encountered stories of ghosts and hauntings, and 
met a priest who exorcised the spirits of the dead. And he found himself drawn back again and again to a 
village that had suffered the greatest loss of all, a community tormented by unbearable mysteries of its own. 
 
What really happened to the local children as they waited in the schoolyard in the moments before the 
tsunami? Why did their teachers not evacuate them to safety? And why was the unbearable truth being so 
stubbornly covered up? 
Ghosts of the Tsunami is a soon-to-be classic intimate account of an epic tragedy, told through the accounts 



of those who lived through it. It tells the story of how a nation faced a catastrophe, and the struggle to find 
consolation in the ruins. 

Petersen, Anne 
Helen 

Too Fat, Too 
Slutty, Too 
Loud: The 
Rise and 
Reign of the 
Unruly 
Woman 

 

From celebrity gossip expert and BuzzFeed culture writer Anne Helen Petersen comes an accessible, 
analytical look at how female celebrities are pushing the boundaries of what it means to be an “acceptable” 
woman.  
  
You know the type: the woman who won’t shut up, who’s too brazen, too opinionated—too much. She’s the 
unruly woman, and she embodies one of the most provocative and powerful forms of womanhood today. In 
Too Fat, Too Slutty, Too Loud, Anne Helen Petersen uses the lens of “unruliness” to explore the ascension 
of pop culture powerhouses like Lena Dunham, Nicki Minaj, and Kim Kardashian, exploring why the public 
loves to love (and hate) these controversial figures. With its brisk, incisive analysis, Too Fat, Too Slutty, Too 
Loud will be a conversation-starting book on what makes and breaks celebrity today. 

Powers, Ann  Good Booty: 
Love and 
Sex, Black 
and White, 
Body and 
Soul in 
American 
Music   

In this sweeping history of popular music in the United States, NPR’s acclaimed music critic examines how 
popular music shapes fundamental American ideas and beliefs, allowing us to communicate difficult 
emotions and truths about our most fraught social issues, most notably sex and race. 
 
In Good Booty, Ann Powers explores how popular music became America’s primary erotic art form. Powers 
takes us from nineteenth-century New Orleans through dance-crazed Jazz Age New York to the teen 
scream years of mid-twentieth century rock-and-roll to the cutting-edge adventures of today’s web-based 
pop stars. Drawing on her deep knowledge and insights on gender and sexuality, Powers recounts stories of 
forbidden lovers, wild shimmy-shakers, orgasmic gospel singers, countercultural perverts, soft-rock 
sensitivos, punk Puritans, and the cyborg known as Britney Spears to illuminate how eroticism—not merely 
sex, but love, bodily freedom, and liberating joy—became entwined within the rhythms and melodies of 
American song. This cohesion, she reveals, touches the heart of America's anxieties and hopes about race, 
feminism, marriage, youth, and freedom. 
 
In a survey that spans more than a century of music, Powers both heralds little known artists such as 
Florence Mills, a contemporary of Josephine Baker, and gospel queen Dorothy Love Coates, and sheds new 
light on artists we think we know well, from the Beatles and Jim Morrison to Madonna and Beyoncé. In telling 
the history of how American popular music and sexuality intersect—a magnum opus over two decades in the 
making—Powers offers new insights into our nation psyche and our soul. 

Rachlin, Benjamin  Ghost of the 
Innocent 
Man: A True 
Story of Trial 
and 
Redemption 

 

During the last three decades, more than two thousand American citizens have been wrongfully convicted. 
Ghost of the Innocent Man brings us one of the most dramatic of those cases and provides the clearest 
picture yet of the national scourge of wrongful conviction and of the opportunity for meaningful reform. 
 
When the final gavel clapped in a rural southern courtroom in the summer of 1988, Willie J. Grimes, a gentle 
spirit with no record of violence, was shocked and devastated to be convicted of first-degree rape and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. Here is the story of this everyman and his extraordinary quarter-century-long 
journey to freedom, told in breathtaking and sympathetic detail, from the botched evidence and suspect 
testimony that led to his incarceration to the tireless efforts to prove his innocence and the identity of the 
true perpetrator. These were spearheaded by his relentless champion, Christine Mumma, a cofounder of 



North Carolina's Innocence Inquiry Commission. That commission—unprecedented at its inception in 
2006—remains a model organization unlike any other in the country, and one now responsible for a growing 
number of exonerations. 
 
With meticulous, prismatic research and pulse-quickening prose, Benjamin Rachlin presents one man's 
tragedy and triumph. The jarring and unsettling truth is that the story of Willie J. Grimes, for all its outrage, 
dignity, and grace, is not a unique travesty. But through the harrowing and suspenseful account of one life, 
told from the inside, we experience the full horror of wrongful conviction on a national scale. Ghost of the 
Innocent Man is both rare and essential, a masterwork of empathy. The book offers a profound reckoning 
not only with the shortcomings of our criminal justice system but also with its possibilities for redemption. 

Rothstein, Richard  The Color of 
Law: A 
Forgotten 
History of 
How Our 
Government 
Segregated 
America   

Widely heralded as a “masterful” (Washington Post) and “essential” (Slate) history of the modern American 
metropolis, Richard Rothstein’s The Color of Law offers “the most forceful argument ever published on how 
federal, state, and local governments gave rise to and reinforced neighborhood segregation” (William Julius 
Wilson). Exploding the myth of de facto segregation arising from private prejudice or the unintended 
consequences of economic forces, Rothstein describes how the American government systematically 
imposed residential segregation: with undisguised racial zoning; public housing that purposefully segregated 
previously mixed communities; subsidies for builders to create whites-only suburbs; tax exemptions for 
institutions that enforced segregation; and support for violent resistance to African Americans in white 
neighborhoods. A groundbreaking, “virtually indispensable” study that has already transformed our 
understanding of twentieth-century urban history (Chicago Daily Observer), The Color of Law forces us to 
face the obligation to remedy our unconstitutional past. 

Rowe, Maggie  Sin Bravely: A 
Memoir of 
Spiritual 
Disobedience 

 

As a young girl, Maggie Rowe took the idea of salvation very seriously. Growing up in a moderately religious 
household, her fear of eternal damnation turned into a childhood terror that drove her to become an 
outrageously dedicated Born-again Christian —regularly slinging Bible verses in cutthroat scripture 
memorization competitions and assaulting strangers at shopping malls with the “good news” that they were 
going to hell. 
 
Finally, at nineteen, crippled by her fear, she checked herself in to an Evangelical psychiatric facility. And that 
is where her journey really began. Surrounded by a ragtag cast of characters, including a former biker 
meth-head struggling with anger management issues, a set of identical twins tormented by erotic fantasies, a 
World War II veteran and artist of denial who insists that he’s only “locked up for a tune-up,” and a warm and 
upbeat chronic depressive who becomes the author’s closest ally, Maggie launches a campaign to, in the 
words of Martin Luther, “Sin bravely in order to know the forgiveness of God.” 
 
Told in a voice both funny and heartfelt, Sin Bravely is a tour de force, voice-driven debut that examines how 
one woman finally found the middle ground between Heaven and Hell. 



Shirk, Adrian  And Your 
Daughters 
Shall 
Prophesy: 
Stories From 
the Byways of 
American 
Women and 
Religion 

 

Adrian Shirk grew up in the crossfire of contesting cosmologies: Pacific Northwest secularism, New Age 
mysticism, Lakota shamanism, and ancestral ties to a dozen Protestant sects. Between coming-of-age in the 
Sun Dance moon lodge, spending birthdays at astrologers' tables, and learning to pray ceaselessly at Baptist 
camp, her childhood was marked by spiritual chaos. She left home—first to New York, and then to 
Wyoming—passing through a variety of churches along the way, only to find herself again, nearly a decade 
later, in the weird spiritual no-man’s land she had begun in. 
 
Or was it the same? Shirk discovered that, as the culture wars flatten religious discourse and shred 
institutional trust, the vast majority of Americans are yearning for these stories of alternative, indigenous 
American routes through religion. And women, having spent so much time at the margins of religious 
discourse, illuminate its darkened corners. 
 
And Your Daughters Shall Prophesy is an exploration of American religion revised by women—astrologers, 
faith healers, preachers, priestesses, mambos and mediums; women who’ve had to find their own ways 
toward divinity outside prescribed patriarchal orders. Each “prophet” presents pathways for Adrian's own 
spiritual wanderings and inquiries, which are as idiosyncratic as the prophets themselves: the Spiritualists in 
upstate New York; a hushed-up Mormon prophetess; the pop-New Age pioneer Linda Goodman; the New 
Orleans high priestess Marie Laveau; Pentecostal media mogul Aimee Semple McPherson; the prophetic 
vision of intersectionalism as preached by Sojourner Truth; “saint” Flannery O’Connor, and so many more. As 
Shirk passes through a variety of spiritual traditions, she ultimately discovers that theological hope is a 
long-game, that “...true hope, deep hope, guarantees only continuous shift against oppressive forces, bizarre 
and extraordinary acts of love, irresolvable questions of resistance and submission, leaving and cleaving, 
surprise, and play.” 

Sital, Krystal A.  Secrets We 
Kept: Three 
Women of 
Trinidad 

 

An eloquent new Caribbean literary voice reveals the hidden trauma and fierce resilience of one Trinidadian 
family. 
 
There, in a lush landscape of fire-petaled immortelle trees and vast plantations of coffee and cocoa, where 
the three hills along the southern coast act as guardians against hurricanes, Krystal A. Sital grew up idolizing 
her grandfather, a wealthy Hindu landowner. Years later, to escape crime and economic stagnation on the 
island, the family resettled in New Jersey, where Krystal’s mother works as a nanny, and the warmth of 
Trinidad seems a pretty yet distant memory. But when her grandfather lapses into a coma after a fall at 
home, the women he has terrorized for decades begin to speak, and a brutal past comes to light. 
 
In the lyrical patois of her mother and grandmother, Krystal learns the long-held secrets of their family’s past, 
and what it took for her foremothers to survive and find strength in themselves. The relief of sharing their 
stories draws the three women closer, the music of their voices and care for one another easing the pain of 
memory. 
 
Violence, a rigid ethnic and racial caste system, and a tolerance of domestic abuse—the harsh legacies of 
plantation slavery—permeate the history of Trinidad. On the island’s plantations, in its growing cities, and in 
the family’s new home in America, Secrets We Kept tells a story of ambition and cruelty, endurance and love, 
and most of all, the bonds among women and between generations that help them find peace with the past. 



Smith, Zadie  Feel Free 

 

Since she burst spectacularly into view with her debut novel almost two decades ago, Zadie Smith has 
established herself not just as one of the world's preeminent fiction writers, but also a brilliant and singular 
essayist. She contributes regularly to The New Yorker and the New York Review of Books on a range of 
subjects, and each piece of hers is a literary event in its own right. 
 
Arranged into five sections—In the World, In the Audience, In the Gallery, On the Bookshelf, and Feel 
Free—this new collection poses questions we immediately recognize. What is The Social Network—and 
Facebook itself—really about? "It's a cruel portrait of us: 500 million sentient people entrapped in the recent 
careless thoughts of a Harvard sophomore." Why do we love libraries? "Well-run libraries are filled with 
people because what a good library offers cannot be easily found elsewhere: an indoor public space in 
which you do not have to buy anything in order to stay." What will we tell our granddaughters about our 
collective failure to address global warming? "So I might say to her, look: the thing you have to appreciate is 
that we'd just been through a century of relativism and deconstruction, in which we were informed that most 
of our fondest-held principles were either uncertain or simple wishful thinking, and in many areas of our lives 
we had already been asked to accept that nothing is essential and everything changes—and this had taken 
the fight out of us somewhat." 
 
Gathering in one place for the first time previously unpublished work, as well as already classic essays, such 
as, "Joy," and, "Find Your Beach," Feel Free offers a survey of important recent events in culture and politics, 
as well as Smith's own life. Equally at home in the world of good books and bad politics, Brooklyn-born 
rappers and the work of Swiss novelists, she is by turns wry, heartfelt, indignant, and incisive—and never any 
less than perfect company. This is literary journalism at its zenith. 

Solnit, Rebecca  The Mother 
of All 
Questions 

 

In a timely follow-up to her national bestseller Men Explain Things to Me, Rebecca Solnit offers indispensable 
commentary on women who refuse to be silenced, misogynistic violence, the fragile masculinity of the 
literary canon, the gender binary, the recent history of rape jokes, and much more. 
 
In characteristic style, Solnit mixes humor, keen analysis, and powerful insight in these essays. 

Suzman, James  Affluence 
Without 
Abundance: 
The 
Disappearing 
World of the 
Bushmen 

 

If the success of a civilization is measured by its endurance over time, then the Bushmen of the Kalahari are 
by far the most successful in human history. A hunting and gathering people who made a good living by 
working only as much as needed to exist in harmony with their hostile desert environment, the Bushmen 
have lived in southern Africa since the evolution of our species nearly two hundred thousand years ago. 
 
In Affluence Without Abundance, anthropologist James Suzman vividly brings to life a proud and private 
people, introducing unforgettable members of their tribe, and telling the story of the collision between the 
modern global economy and the oldest hunting and gathering society on earth. In rendering an intimate 
picture of a people coping with radical change, it asks profound questions about how we now think about 
matters such as work, wealth, equality, contentment, and even time. Not since Elizabeth Marshall Thomas’s 
The Harmless People in 1959 has anyone provided a more intimate or insightful account of the Bushmen or 
of what we might learn about ourselves from our shared history as hunter-gatherers. 



Tyson, Timothy B.  The Blood of 
Emmett Till 

 

This extraordinary New York Times bestseller reexamines a pivotal event of the civil rights movement—the 
1955 lynching of Emmett Till—“and demands that we do the one vital thing we aren’t often enough asked to 
do with history: learn from it” (The Atlantic). 
 
In 1955, white men in the Mississippi Delta lynched a fourteen-year-old from Chicago named Emmett Till. His 
murder was part of a wave of white terrorism in the wake of the 1954 Supreme Court decision that declared 
public school segregation unconstitutional. Only weeks later, Rosa Parks thought about young Emmett as 
she refused to move to the back of a city bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Five years later, Black students who 
called themselves “the Emmett Till generation” launched sit-in campaigns that turned the struggle for civil 
rights into a mass movement. Till’s lynching became the most notorious hate crime in American history. 
 
But what actually happened to Emmett Till—not the icon of injustice, but the flesh-and-blood boy? Part 
detective story, part political history, The Blood of Emmett Till “unfolds like a movie” (The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution), drawing on a wealth of new evidence, including a shocking admission of Till’s 
innocence from the woman in whose name he was killed. “Jolting and powerful” (The Washington Post), the 
book “provides fresh insight into the way race has informed and deformed our democratic institutions” 
(Diane McWhorter, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Carry Me Home) and “calls us to the cause of justice 
today” (Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II, president of the North Carolina NAACP). 

Willis-Abdurraqib, 
Hanif 

They Can't 
Kill Us Until 
They Kill Us 

 

In an age of confusion, fear, and loss, Hanif Willis-Abdurraqib's is a voice that matters. Whether he's 
attending a Bruce Springsteen concert the day after visiting Michael Brown's grave, or discussing public 
displays of affection at a Carly Rae Jepsen show, he writes with a poignancy and magnetism that resonates 
profoundly. 
 
In the wake of the nightclub attacks in Paris, he recalls how he sought refuge as a teenager in music, at 
shows, and wonders whether the next generation of young Muslims will not be afforded that opportunity 
now. While discussing the everyday threat to the lives of black Americans, Willis-Abdurraqib recounts the 
first time he was ordered to the ground by police officers: for attempting to enter his own car. 
 
In essays that have been published by the New York Times, MTV, and Pitchfork, among others—along with 
original, previously unreleased essays—Willis-Abdurraqib uses music and culture as a lens through which to 
view our world, so that we might better understand ourselves, and in so doing proves himself a bellwether 
for our times. 

Young, Kevin  Bunk: The 
Rise of 
Hoaxes, 
Humbug, 
Plagiarists, 
Phonies, 
Post-Facts, 
and Fake 
News 

 

Award-winning poet and critic Kevin Young traces the history of the hoax as a peculiarly American 
phenomenon—the legacy of P. T. Barnum’s “humbug” culminating with the currency of Donald J. Trump’s 
“fake news.” Young then turns to the hoaxing of history and the ways that forgers, plagiarists, and frauds 
invent backstories and falsehoods to sell us lies about themselves and about the world in our own time, from 
pretend Native Americans Grey Owl and Nasdijj to the deadly imposture of Clark Rockefeller, from the 
made-up memoirs of James Frey to the identity theft of Rachel Dolezal. Disturbingly, Young finds that fakery 
is woven from stereotype and suspicion, with race being the most insidious American hoax of all. Brilliant and 
timely, Bunk asks what it means to live in a post-factual world of “truthiness” where everything is up for 
interpretation and everyone is subject to a contagious cynicism that damages our ideas of reality, fact, and 
art. 



 


